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Our Agenda

• Review of DRDP (2015)

• Gain a board understanding of the CA Early Learning 
Development System

• Utilize the adaptation for the DRDP 2015 for Visual Impairment 
children

• Confidently rate a measure using observation and 
documentation

• Description of the link between the DRDP (2015) 
assessment results, Foundations and program planning

• Overview of  the DR Access Online Reports System and 
the Child Report 
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Background
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The DRDP (2015)
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Background on Federal Requirements
for Special Education 

The Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act of 2004 (IDEA 
2004) requires all states to 
report progress toward child 
outcomes through an Annual 
Performance Report (APR) for 
both Part B and Part C. 

The California Department of Education’s 
Special Education Division uses data from 
the DRDP to meet these requirements.
The DRDP has been used:

Since 2007: with preschool-age children 
(3 - 5 year olds not enrolled 
in transitional kindergarten 
or kindergarten) who have 
Individualized Education 
Programs (IEPs); and

Since 2013: with infants and toddlers 
with Individualized Family 
Service Plans (IFSPs) who are 
reported in the CASEMIS 
system.
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Benefits

DRDP (2015) results can help practitioners:

- Better understand and monitor children’s progress and 
target their interventions to the individual needs of each 
child;

- Inform IFSP and IEP review and planning; and

- Inform families about their children’s progress. 

The data collected can:

- Assist in decision-making at the child and family, program, 
and policy levels; and

- Help document the positive results of programs, making 
the case for increased funding for early intervention and 
preschool special education programs. 
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Universal Design

All children are entitled to 
access to, and meaningful 
participation in, learning 
experiences and early 
childhood curriculum. 
This includes children 
from diverse cultural and 
linguistic backgrounds 
and children with 
differing abilities and 
different interests. 

DRDP (2015) Introduction
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General Requirements
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Which children must be assessed?

SED

1. Preschool-age children (3 -
5 year olds not enrolled in 
transitional kindergarten 
or kindergarten) who have 
Individualized Education 
Programs (IEPs); and

2. Infants and toddlers with 
Individualized Family 
Service Plans (IFSPs) who 
are reported in the 
CASEMIS system.

EESD

1. Children who attend a 
California State Preschool 
Program.

2. Children who attend an 
EESD Head Start or Early 
Head Start Program.

3. Children who are served by 
the Family Child Care 
Home Education Network.
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Assessor Responsibilities 

1. Observe each child over time and collaborate 
with other programs, service providers, and 
families to collect additional information that 
will help inform the assessment

2. Rate the DRDP (2015) measures and submit a 
Rating Record and Information Page twice a 
year, in the fall and spring

3. Maintain a copy of the Rating Record and 
Information Page
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Families' Roles

Family members might take part in the 
DRDP (2015) assessment in a variety of ways, 
including:

- As part of the IFSP or IEP team, helping to determine 
adaptations

- Sharing observations and documentation with service 
providers

- Talking with teachers and service providers about their 
child’s development

- Helping to plan the next steps for their child’s learning 
and development

12



For Children who are Dually Enrolled

Infant

 For an Infant who are 
dually enrolled in both 
LEA and a regional 
center programs, and is 
reported to CASEMIS 
system DRDP 2015 must 
be completed and 
reported to data system. 

Preschool

 For Preschool children 
who are enrolled in both 
general education and 
special education 
programs, providers are 
encouraged to 
collaborate on 
completing the DRDP 
(2015). However, each 
provider will continue to 
submit data to their 
respective data systems.
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Understanding the DRDP (2015)
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IT Measures at-a-Glance
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PS Measures at-a-Glance



Information Page for Special Education
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Measure
Developmental 

Level ExampleDescriptor
Developmental 

Domain
Definition

The Measures



More about developmental levels

The number of levels for each measure can vary depending on the 
competencies that are appropriate for that measure’s developmental 
continuum.

The full-range of developmental levels on the DRDP (2015) includes:

Responding (Earlier, Later): Generally, knowledge, skills, or behaviors 
observed during early infancy 

Exploring (Earlier, Middle, Later): Generally, knowledge, skills, or behaviors 
observed in later infancy, toddlerhood, 
and early preschool

Building (Earlier, Middle, Later): Generally, knowledge, skills, or behaviors 
observed in preschool

Integrating (Earlier): Generally, knowledge, skills, or behaviors 
observed in late preschool and early 
kindergarten
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3 Steps to Using the DRDP (2015)
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Three Sources of Documentation
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The Assessor’s
Observations

Observations
by Others

Other
Documentation



Strategies for Naturalistic Observation
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1. Observe the child interacting with 
familiar people

2. Observe in familiar settings, such as 
the home, classroom, and child care

3. Observe the child in context of 
typical daily routines and activities

4. Look for consistent behavior over 
time

5. Objectively describe only what you 
actually see and hear



Three Sources of Documentation

23

The Assessor’s
Observations

Observations
by Others

Other
Documentation



Conversations with others

 To obtain the most complete and accurate picture 
of the child’s skills, we need to seek input from 
people who have ongoing contact with the child, 
including:

- Parents and other family members

- Frequent caregivers

- Child care providers

- Other practitioners

 Collaboration is especially critical when the 
assessor has limited contact with the child
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Guidance for Home Visitors
Leading Focused Conversations

with Families to Help Complete the DRDP (2015) 
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4 Steps to Leading Focused Conversations

Step 1: Take a first pass at completing the DRDP

Step 2: Identify child and family routines and activities

Step 3: Lead a focused conversation

Step 4: Take another pass at completing the DRDP (2015)
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Worksheet for Leading Conversations with 
Families to Help Complete the DRDP (2015)
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Three Sources of Documentation
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The Assessor’s
Observations

Observations
by Others

Other
Documentation



Other Sources of Documentation



DRDP Portfolio App

30



3 Steps to Using the DRDP (2015)
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Consider behaviors mastered if the child 
demonstrates them…

32

and

1. Consistently over time

2.  In different situations or settings



Determining the Latest Level of Mastery

The Descriptor in each Level  
describes the behaviors that would 
be observed if the child were at that 
level of mastery

The Examples provide illustrations 
of the Descriptors
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PD-HLTH 4: Fine Motor 

Manipulative Skills 

COG 3: Number Sense of 

Quantity

Development SED 4: 

Relationships & Social          

Interactions with Peers 

Creating Examples Activity



Important Note about Mastery
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• If you observe 
skills that seem to 
be across two or 
more levels, or

• If a child 
demonstrates 
inconsistent 
behavior,

choose the 
level that the 

child 
demonstrates 
most typically 

and solidly.

NOTE: When selecting a level of mastery 
you do not need to observe skills associated 
with earlier levels.



Examples of “Grammatical Guidance” 
for the DRDP (2015)
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If the Descriptor Sample Measure

If the descriptor says “and…”
…all parts of the descriptor are required for mastery 
and need to be observed together.

SED 3: Relationships and Social Interactions with 
Familiar Adults

Interacts in simple ways with familiar adults and 
tries to maintain the interactions. 

If the descriptor says “or…” 
…the child only needs to demonstrate the behavior in 
one of the listed ways to master the developmental 
level. Either part of the descriptor may be observed 
to rate the child as mastered at that level; both parts 
of the descriptor are not required for mastery.

LLD 5: Interest in Literacy

Looks at books on own briefly or chooses to join 
reading, singing, or rhyming activities led by an 
adult

If the descriptor has a semi-colon followed by the 
word “and…” 
…means the child must demonstrate the behavior in 
all the listed ways to master the level, but not 
necessarily during the same observation.

SED 3: Relationships and Social Interactions with 
Familiar Adults

Initiates activities with familiar adults; 
and

Seeks out assistance or support from familiar 
adults



What to do if you do not have sufficient 
information to confidently rate the measure
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Identify typical routines, activities, and places where you or the 
family would be likely to observe related skills

Formulate questions to facilitate gathering information from the 
family or other providers

Talk with the family/providers and/or make observations until
you have the evidence to confidently rate the measure 

1. Rate the measure
2. Indicate if the child is emerging to the next level

Based on your current knowledge, make an initial guess of the range 
of levels within which the child will be rated 



Planning for Additional Evidence Worksheets
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Planning for Additional Evidence Worksheet
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Using Adaptations
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What are Adaptations?

Adaptations are changes in the environment or differences 
in observed behavior that allow children with IFSPs and IEPs 
to be accurately assessed in their typical environments
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Why use Adaptations?

To ensure that the

DRDP measures ability,

rather than disability
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Adaptations are present
throughout the child’s day

Make sure any equipment that the 
child uses everyday is in place and in 
good working order

Adaptations used for the DRDP 
(2015) are those typically present 
throughout the child’s day
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DRDP (2015) Adaptations

1. Augmentative or alternative communication system

2. Alternative mode for written language

3. Visual support

4. Assistive equipment or device

5. Functional positioning

6. Sensory support

7. Alternative response mode
44



Adaptation Activity

1. Augmentative or alternative communication system

2. Alternative mode for written language

3. Visual support

4. Assistive equipment or device

5. Functional positioning

6. Sensory support

7. Alternative response mode
45



3 Steps to Using the DRDP (2015)
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To Finalize the Assessment…

1. Make sure that all information is completed on the:

• Information Page

• Rating Record

2. Submit the completed Information Page and Rating 
Record; check with your administrator to find out 
where and when to send them.
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So Now What Do We Do?

 We have observed.

 We have assessed.

• How do we connect the dots?
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California Preschool Learning Foundations



California Preschool Foundations

“The foundations outline key knowledge and skills that 
most children can achieve when provided with the 
kinds of interactions, instruction, and environments 
research has shown to promote early learning and 
development.”



“The foundations can provide early childhood 
educators, parents, and the public with a clear 
understanding of the wide range of knowledge and 
skills that preschool children typically attain when 
given the benefits of a high-quality preschool 
program

Jack O’Connell

State Superintendent of Public Education 2003-2011



MLB



Domains

Perceptual 

Motor 

Development

Cognitive 

Development

Language 

Development 

Social 

Emotional 

Development



Map of the Foundations: 
Language and Literacy

58 Listening and SpeakingStrand

Age

Substrand

Foundation

Includes notes for 

children with 

disabilities

Domain

Examples



Map of IT Foundations
Relationship with Peers



California Preschool Curriculum Framework



California Preschool Curriculum Framework

OVERARCHING PRINCIPLES

1. Relationships are central.

2. Play is the primary context for learning.

3. Learning is integrated.

4. Intentional teaching enhances children’s learning 
experiences.

. 



5.  Family and community partnerships create 
meaningful connections.

6.  Individualization of learning includes all children.

7.  Responsiveness to culture and language supports 
children’s learning.

8.  Time for reflection and planning enhances 
teaching.



Making Connections

Integrated Planning



The Learning Foundations are goal-like statements in 
key areas of learning to guide planning. They 
describe the kind of learning and development we 
want to support through intentional curriculum 
planning.



The observational assessment – Desired Results 
Developmental Profile (DRDP) – provides 
information regarding how individual children and 
groups of children are making progress towards 
achievement of the Foundations.



The Curriculum Framework provides guidance in 
planning and implementing curriculum that supports 
children as they progress in their learning and 
development in each domain.



Features of the Online Reports System

You will be able to:

• Manage and print DRDP (2015) individual child 
Rating Records

• Create child-level reports (available Spring, 2016) 

• Child Report 

• Age Reference Report 

• Export DRDP (2015)  data for upload to CASEMIS 
for SLPAs using the Excel spreadsheet.
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Overview of the Child Report

Displays:

• A child’s scaled score for each 
developmental domain

• Icons of the Early Learning 
Foundations domains

• The domain score for the child 
(black vertical line)

• The varying difficulty of each 
developmental level 
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Utility of the Child Report

• Provides a first look at assessment results to identify areas 
of relative strength for the child as well as areas of 
challenge.

• Provides a consistent report as more children move into 
inclusive early education settings that use the DRDP such 
as child care and State Preschool.

• Provides a report that can be printed and shared with 
families during parent conferences. Helps teachers explain 
how children are progressing towards the  Foundations 
and where the DRDP may link to related instruction in the 
classroom (where to look for what to teach)

• Accompanied by guidance to help families understand the 
report. 
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Overview of the Age Reference Report

• Displays a child’s 
assessment results 
compared to same-age 
peers in 12 month age 
bands

• Displays results by domain

• This report was also used 
with the DRDP access

• A progress version will be 
available next fall



Utility of the Age Reference Report

• Displays the domain score for a child compared to 
a sample of children the same age, by 12 month 
age bands.

• May be shared with families (family guidance will 
be provided). 

• Guidance for teachers will include how to use, 
how not to use, and how to share with families. 
Not all reports will be useful to share. 

• This report is not to be used for placement 
purposes. 



Detailed Child Report



Utility of the Detailed Child Report

 Identifying specific areas of strength and potential 
growth for individual children.

 Monitoring a child’s development on each 
measure.

 Enabling practitioners and families to share a 
common understanding of how a child is 
progressing in specific skills.



Detailed Group Report

 Illustrates all the 
measures in an domain

 Indicates children’s 
names at each level



Utility of the Detailed Group Report

 Provides an detailed view of a group’s learning 
and development related to the group’s overall 
progress toward California’s early learning and 
development foundations. 

• Enables teachers to focus instructional planning 
by looking at the location of all groups of children 
in relation to the developmental levels.  

 Promotes understanding and monitoring of a 
group of children.

 Uses for special education will be explored. 



Resources and Support

• User’s Manual and resources are available on the 

DR Access Reports System website: 

www.draccessreports.org 

• Live, interactive online training will be offered in the 
spring

• Support always available from the Desired Results 
Access Project staff

Email: reports@draccess.org

Phone: 1-800-673-9220 Ext. 4
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Visit draccess.org to…
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 Download guidance materials

 Complete online modules

 Watch videos

 Subscribe to the free CONNECT! 
Newsletter

 Join our free mailing list

 STAY INFORMED!



Thank 
You!
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